PROPOSED  AMETOMENTS  TO 
CHARTER  OE  BUFFALO 

PREPARED  BY 

Special  Committee  appointed  under 

Joint  EesolntioiR(ElHd©T&T:S^P^rvM.wL;^ 
Council,  January  20,  22,  1908. 

BOOKSTACKS  OFFICE 

I. 

PROAIPT  AND  EEGULAE  PAYAIENT  OE 
CITY  EAIPLOYEES,  AVITH  lATPEOA^EAIENTS 
IN  AIETHOD  OF  AUDITING  pUAIAIS  AND 
DEAAVING  WAEEANTS. 

Amendments  under  tliis  heading  affect  the  fol- 
""  lowing  sections : 

Section  15.  Present  section  is  entirely  repealed 
and  the  following  is  substituted : 

Section  15.  All  claims  of  every  nature  against 
the  city,  except  for  principal  or  interest  upon 
bonds  of  the  city  and  for  salaries  or  wages  of  per¬ 
sons  in  the  employ  of  the  city  after  being  duly 
appointed  or  elected,  must  be  prepared  in  writing 
and  made  out  in  duplicate  and  detail  and  sworn 
to  by  the  claimant  as  just  and  correct,  as  follows: 

(1)  If  for  labor,  services  or  work  of  any  kind 
for  which  the  cost  does  not  exceed  five  hundred 
dollars,  the  written  claim  must  state  the  place 
where,  the  time  wheil,  and  the  department  for 
which  the  labor  or  services  were  furnished,  and 
their  character  and  by  whom  and  whose  authority 
ordered. 
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(2)  If  for  merchandise,  material  or  article  of 
any  kind  whatsoever  for  which  the  cost  does  not 
exceed  live  hundred  dollars,  the  written  claim 
must  show  the  time  when,  the  place  where,  the 
person  to  whom,  and  the  department  for  which  the 
merchandise,  material  or  article  was  furnished 
and  delivered,  and  the  character  and  kind  of  mer¬ 
chandise,  material  or  article,  and  the  amount 
thereof,  and  by  whom  and  whose  authority  or¬ 
dered. 

(3)  If  for  any  labor,  service,  work,  merchan¬ 
dise,  material  or  article  for  which  the  cost  exceeds 
five  hundred  dollars,  and  a  written  contract  has 
been  entered  into  therefor  by  the  city,  the  written 
claim  for  any  payment  in  full  or  on  account  of  any 
such  labor,  service,  work,  merchandise,  material 
or  article  must  state  the  date  of  the  contract 
therefor,  and  the  time  when  and  the  place  where 
the  labor,  service,  work,  merchandise,  material  or 
article  for  which  payment  is  claimed,  was  fur¬ 
nished,  and  the  amount  thereof  and  the  person 
who  accepted  the  same  for  the  city. 

(4)  All  claims  for  labor,  services,  work,  mer¬ 
chandise,  material  or  article  of  anv  kind  made  out 
as  hereinbefore  in  this  section  provided,  must  be 

filed  with  the  Auditor  and  with  the  head  of  the 

: 

department  or  other  regular  subdivision  of  the 
city  to,  or  for,  or  through  which  the  labor,  service, 
work,  merchandise,  material  or  other  article  was 
furnished,  within  the  first  ten  days  of  the  month 
succeeding  that  in  which  they  were  furnished. 

And  within  the  first  twentv  davs  of  everv  month 

*  •  • 

the  receipt  by  the  city  of  the  merchandise,  mate¬ 
rial  or  other  article,  and  the  performance  of  the 
labor,  service,  or  work  described  in  said  claims. 


s 
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and  tlie  charge  therefor  as  just  and  correct,  must 
be  certified  to  by  the  head  or  person  in  charge  of 
the  de])artinent  or  other  regular  subdivision  of 
the  city  to,  for,  or  through  which  such  labor,  ser¬ 
vices,  work,  merchandise,  material  or  article  was 
furnished,  ordered  or  supplied.  And  on  the 
twenty-first  day  of  such  month  all  of  these  claims 

dulv  certified  to  as  aforesaid  must  be  delivered 
«• 

by  the  head  of  each  department  or  other  regular 
subdivision  of  the  citv  to  the  xVuditor. 

(5)  Claims  for  salaries  or  wages  of  persons 
in  the  employ  of  the  city,  after  being  duly  ap¬ 
pointed  thereto,  shall  be  set  forth  in  written  pay 
rolls  from  each  department  or  other  regular  sub¬ 
division  of  the  city,  containing  the  names  of  the 
persons  thus  employed  in  each  such  department 
or  other  regular  subdivision  and  the  positions  oc¬ 
cupied  by  them  and  the  time  whicli  they  have 
worked,  and  the  salary  or  wages  to  whicli  they  are 
entitled,  and  these  jiay  rolls  must  be  made  in  du¬ 
plicate.  On  the  next  day,  exclusive  of  Sundays 
and  holidays,  after  the  expiration  of  each  week, 
half  month  or  month  for  which  salaries  or  wages 
are  earned  as  set  forth  in  these  duplicate  pay 
rolls,  the  head  of  each  department  or  other  regu¬ 
lar  subdivision  of  the  citv  must  file  one  of  such 
rolls  with  the  Auditor,  and  another  with  the  city 
(fivil  Service  Commission.  These  duplicate  pay 
rolls  from  each  department  or  other  regular  sub¬ 
division  of  the  citv  must  be  certified  to  bv  the  head 

•  */ 

of  such  department  or  other  regular  subdivision 
as  true  and  correct  and  containing  only  the  names 
of  persons  duly  in  the  employ  of  the  city  at  the 
salary  or  wages  set  opposite  their  respective 
names,  who  have  actuallv  worked  the  davs  and 
hours  respectively  credited  to  them  in  the  said 
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pay  rolls,  and  the  certificate  made  to  these  pay 
rolls  by  the  head  of  a  department  or  other  regular 
subdivision  must  also  state  that  the  persons 
named  in  the  said  rolls  have  performed  the  duties 
appropriate  to  the  position  set  opposite  their  re¬ 
spective  names.  And  the  Civil  Service  Commission 
must,  within  twenty-four  hours,  Sundays  and  holi 
days  excepted,  after  receiving  said  pay  rolls,  cer 
tify  them  as  required  by  law  and  deliver  them  to 
the  Auditor. 

(6)  Claims  for  salaries  of  persons  holding  of¬ 
fice  after  due  election  thereto  by  the  voters  of  the 
city  or  by  the  Common  Council,  or  either  board 
thereof,  must  be  set  forth  in  a  pay  roll  containing 
the  names  of  all  persons  so  holding  office  and  the 
salary  to  which  each  is  entitled  semi-monthly. 
This  pay  roll  the  City  Clerk  shall  prepare  and  file 
with  the  Auditor  on  the  fifteenth  and  last  day  of 
every  month  unless  any  such  day  shall  be  a  Sun¬ 
day"  or  holiday,  when  the  said  pay  roll  should  be 
IDrepared  and  filed  on  the  day  previous. 

(7)  Claims  for  interest  or  principal  to  become 
due  during  any  fiscal  year  upon  bonds  or  certifi¬ 
cates  of  indebtedness  issued  by  the  city  must  be 
set  forth  in  a  statement  prepared  and  certified  to 
as  correct  by  the  Comptroller  and  filed  with  the 
Auditor  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  July  in  each 
and  every  year,  and  this  statement  shall  show  the 
different  issues  of  the  city’s  bonds  outstanding 
and  the  dates  of  payment  of  their  principal  and 
interest,  and  also  the  amounts  of  principal  and 
interest  coming  due  on  said  bonds  and  any  certifi¬ 
cates  of  indebtedness  during  the  fiscal  year,  and 
the  persons  to  whom,  the  time  when  and  the  place 
where  such  principal  and  interest  are  payable. 
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(8)  (  laims  for  damages  on  account  of  dealli 

caused  by  the  negligence  of  the  city,  or  for  dam¬ 
ages  on  account  of  injury  to  person  or  property, 
shall  state  the  time,  jdace  and  cause  of  the  receipt 
of  the  injury  on  account  of  which  claim  is  made, 
and  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  injury  or  injuries 
received,  and  shall  be  verified  by  affidavit  to  the 
effect  that  the  statements  therein  are  true  to  the 
knowledge  of  deponent,  except  as  to  statements 
therein  made  upon  information  and  belief,  and 
that  as  to  such  statements  deponent  believes  it  to 
be  true. 

A  claim  of  the  character  mentioned  in  this  sub¬ 
division  must  be  filed  with  the  Auditor  and  a  du¬ 
plicate  thereof  filed  with  the  Corporation  Counsel 
and  bv  the  Auditor  referred  to  the  Common  Coun- 
cil ;  and  the  Common  Council  may  audit  such 
claims  and  order  the  Citv  Clerk  to  draw  warrants 
in  payment  thereof,  but  in  no  other  way  can  such 
claims  be  paid. 

Section  16.  The  j^resent  section  is  entirely  re¬ 
pealed  and  the  following  is  substituted: 

Section  16.  Every  claim  against  the  city  musi 
be  filed  with  the  Auditor,  and  before  anv  claim  can 
be  paid  the  Auditor  must  certify  in  writing  that 
the  said  claim  is  correct,  just  and  an  obligation  of 
the  city  and  due  and  payable,  except  that  claims 
for  principal  and  interest  of  bonds  and  certifi¬ 
cates  of  indebtedness  shall  be  certified  to  bv  the 
Auditor  in  advance  of  their  becoming  due  and 
payable,  by  his  certification  to  the  Comptroller  of 
the  statement  filed  with  him  in  Julv  of  each  vear. 

But  if  for  anv  reason  the  Auditor  cannot  so 
certify  to  a  claim,  he  shall  forward  the  claim  to 
the  Common  Council  with  a  report  of  his  reasons 
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for  not  certifying  it  and  any  such  claim  not  certi¬ 
fied  to  by  the  Auditor,  the  Common  Conncil  may 
andit  and  order  drawn  a  warrant  therefor  by  a 
three-fourths  vote  of  the  members  elected,  to  each 
of  its  Boards,  provided  that  such  uncertified  claim 
is  a  legal  liability  of  the  city. 

(2)  Xo  claim  against  the  city  shall  be  paid 
until  the  Comptroller  shall  have  certified  in  writ¬ 
ing  that  its  payment  will  not  overdraw  the  amount 
of  money  either  separately  stated  in  the  annual 
estimate  as  appropriated  for  the  specific  purpose 
of  paying  a  claim  of  such  a  character  as  the  one 
presented  to  the  Comptroller  for  certification  or 
as  appropriated  for  such  purpose  by  the  issuance 
of  a  certificate  of  indebtedness  or  deficiency  bond 
under  special  resolution  of  the  Common  Council, 
or  raised  by  the  sale  of  other  bonds. 

(3)  All  persons  in  the  employ  of  the  city, 
either  by  being  elected  or  appointed,  shall  be  paid 
their  claims  for  salaries  or  wages  upon  regular 
days  in  each  month,  to  be  named  for  each  depart¬ 
ment  by  the  Comptroller,  but  such  days,  whether 
weekly,  semi-monthly  or  monthly,  shall  never  be 
more  than  four  days,  Sundays  and  holidays  ex¬ 
cepted,  after  the  expiration  of  the  week,  half¬ 
month  or  month  for  which  the  salaries  or  wages 
have  been  earned  and  are  to  be  paid.  All  other 
claims  against  the  city  shall  be  paid  on  days  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  Comptroller  for  the  delivery  of 
wari^ants  therefor. 

(4)  All  claims  for  salaries  or  wages  of  per¬ 
sons  in  the  employ  of  the  city  by  appointment  or 
election  shall  be  certified  to  in  writing  by  the  Au¬ 
ditor,  in  accordance  with  this  section,  within  - 
twenty-four  hours,  Sundays  and  holidays  except- 


JOINT  COMMITTEE  ON  CHARTER 
AMENDMENTS  SUMMARIZES 
REASONS  FOR  THE  CHANGES 

Would  Regulate  Payment  of  City  Employes — Would 
Have  Every  Appropriation  Specify  Item  tor 
Which  it  is  Intended. 


FEARFUL  OF  CONFUSING 

“COUNCIL”  WITH  “COUNCILMEN” 


The  joint  committee  of  Aldermen  and 
Councilmen,  appointed  to  frame  certain 
amendments  to  the  city  charter,  yes¬ 
terday  issued  a  summary  of  the  pro¬ 
posed  changes.  Last  Monday  the  Al¬ 
dermen  strenuously  objected  to  the 
amendments  being  sent  to  Albany 
without  the  board  having  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  pass  on  them.  The  committee 
has  since  recalled  the  bill,  and  the 
summary  given  out  yesterday  is  in¬ 
tended  more  fully  to  inform  the  public 
on  the  subject. 

The  committee  was  anxious,  in  is¬ 
suing  the  statement,  that  the  term 
"Common  Council”  may  be  confused 
with  "Board  of  Councilmen.”  The 
Common  Council  takes  in  both  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  the  Board  of 
Councilmen.  Herewith  is  the  corn- 


sales,  etc.,  under  sections  14,  59,  111,  112, 
114  and  115. 

Corporation  Counsel,  costs  and  judg¬ 
ments  collected  under  section  164. 

Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  water 
bills  collected  under  sections  271  sub.  1, 
273  sub.  2,  and  2S5. 

Park  Commissioner,  rent  of  buildings 
on  park  lands,  assessment  for  improv¬ 
ing  park  approaches  and  income  for 
gifts,  now  collected  by  the  commission¬ 
ers  under  sections  313,  315  and  320. 

Harbor  Master,  proceeds  of  sales  of 
right  to  cut  ice  under  section  379. 

All  officers,  fees  for  certifying  copies 
of  papers  under  section  500. 

Incidentally  the  above  would  require 
a  change  in  section  48  to  make  the  bond 
of  the  treasurer  cover  the  handling  of 
'  funds  now  handled  by  the  comptroller. 
I  This  change  is  provided  for,  as  are  also 
,  slight  changes  in  sections  36,  59  and  286, 
required  to  carry  out  the  general  plan. 

IV. 


mittee  summary; 

The  changes  proposed  by  this  commit¬ 
tee  have  all  been  framed  with  the  object 
of  securing  definite  results.  The  changes 
can  therefore  ibe  arranged  in  groups  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  end  sought  to  be  attained, 
and  each  group  can  be  considered  by  it- 
.self.  Tile  amendments  are  accordingly 
grouped  under  the  following  objects. 

I. 


All  assessment  rolls  should  be  made  by 
the  Board  of  Assessors. 

Section  2S8  contains  a  peculiar  provision 
which  has  been  in  force  only  since  1895, 
for  placing  in  one  department  work  that 
naturally  belon,gs  to  another.  It  provides 
that  a  local  assessment  roll  for  water, 
sewer  and  gas  connections,  constructing, 
repairing  and  cleaning  sidewalks,  and 
removing  street  obstructions,  shall  be 


I'rompt  and  regular  paj-ment  of  city  '  made  monthly  by  the  Commissioner  of 
emplo.ces,  with  improvements  in  method  !  Public  Works.  Legal  proceedings  _  are 


of  auditing  .claims  and  drawing  warrants. 
Seel  ions  15  and  16  of  the  Charter  now 


now  pending  in  court  to  set  aside  these 
rolls  to  the  amount  of  several  thousand 


i.irovide  ’  that  the  Ciommon  Council  at  .  dollars  by  reason  of  defects  in  the  pres- 
every  meeting  orders  warrants  drawn  for  ;  erU  procedure. 


many  thousands  of  dollars  to  pay  claims 
and  account!?  of  which  the  Council  knov/; 
nothing  except  by  the  certificates  of  ex- 
ecuth  e  officere  that  the  accounts  and 


The  work  of  levying  assessments  Is 
technical  and  expert  work  of  a  special 
character.  On  this  ground  the  Common 
Council  has  twice  this  year  voted  unani- 


claims  are  just.  The  change  proposed  is  i  mously  to  raise  the  salaries  of  the  As- 
to  h.ive  claims  passed  on  and  certified  by  I  ses.sors'  office.  ^  , 

the  ofRc.ers  who  actually  examine  tliem  The  proposed  amendment  is  being 
and  who  will  be  held  responsible  under  Printed  in  full, 
their  bonds  without  requiring  an  order  j 
of  the  Common  Council  for  every  war- 


V. 

Doubtful  or  disputed  questions  of  pow- 


rant.  but  with  authority  to  each  board  of  fr  of  the  Common  Council  are  settled, 
the  Common  Council  and  to  the  Mayor  to  with  enlargement  of  the  Common  Coun- 
intervene  at  any  time  and  forbid  pay-  cil’s  powers  in  some  matters, 
ments  on  any  claim.  Definite  paydays  for  I  1.  At  present  subdivision  11  of  section 
different  classe.s  of  claims  are  fixed  in  i  17  provides  that  “In  case  any  power 
every  month  so  that  employes  and  other  '  granted  to  the  Common  Council  is  also 
claimants  will  always  know  exactly  when  I  &ranted  in  whole  or  in  part  to  any  de- 

»,.;n  .i  I _ _  i _ _ r  _  _  <3=  _  _ _  _ j _ ^ _ a _ 


they  will  get  their  pay. 


!  partment  or  officer,  such  department  or 


As  additional  safeguards  under  this  !  officer  shall  alone  exercise  such  power 
.system  the  forms  of  certificates  are  care-  j  to  the  extent  to  which  it  is  granted  to 
fully  prescribed  and  severe  penalties  are  |  such  department  or  officer.”  The  last 
provided  for  wilful  false  swearing  of  cer-  j  part  of  this  sentence  is  amended  to  read 
tifleation.  “such  department  or  officer  shall  exer- 

The  pracedure  for  drawing  warrants  af-  else  such  power  subject  to  such  ordi- 
ter  payrolls  have  ibeen  approved  and  nances  as  the  Common  Council  may 
claims  allowed  has  also  been  simplified  :  enact,”  with  specific  authority  to  the 
so  as  to  reduce  the  time  and  work  re-  j  Common  Council  to  prescribe  forms  of 


quired  without  losing  any  real  protection 
or  safeguards.  The  saving  will  enable  all 
employes  to  get  their  pay  more  quickly 
after  it  is  earned. 

The  present  methods  have  been  in  force 
-since  1891.  In  that  time  the  business  of 
the  city  has  vastly  increased  and  great 
imnr,-i vements  have  been  va..  ....... — 


accounts  and  reports. 

The  amendment  leaves  every  depart¬ 
ment  and  officer  as  free  to  act  in  every 
matter  as  he  is  now,  unless  some  ordi¬ 
nance  regulating  his  action  shall  be 
passed  by  a  majority  in  each  board  of 
the  Common  Council  and  approved  by 


improvements  have  been  made  by  other  '  the  Mayor  or  passed  over  his  veto.  In 
cities  and  by  large  corporations  in  the  i  case  of  any  conflict  it  seems  fair  to  as- 
manner  of  handling  claims.  sume  that  an  ordinance  so  passed  would 

A  schedule  showing  the  language  of  '  more  nearly  represent  the  will  of  the 
present  sections  affected  or  repealed  and  ■  people  than  the  ideas  of  a  single  officer 
giving  the  text  of  new  sections  proposed  or  small  board. 


is  being  printed. 


II. 


Expenditures  for  every  purpose  must 
be  kept  within  the  amount  appropriated 
by  the  Common  Council  for  that  pur- 


2.  A  change  in  section  283  makes  clear 
the  point  that  the  Common  Council  shall 
ascertain  the  low  Didder  on  every  job 
and  award  the  contract  to  him. 

3.  Section  486  provides  that  every  alder- 


pose;  and  estimates  presented  by  heads  '  ™an  voting  for  certain  measures  Is 
ot  departments  must  show  clearly  and  guilty  of  misdemeanor.  The  amendment 
specifically  the  purposes  for  which  ap-  ^  includes  councilmen  in  the  operation  of 
propriations  are  asked.  this  section. 

This  principle  is  scrupulously  applied  In  '  The  powers  of  committees  to  conduct 
tne  operations  of  the  State  government  investigations  and  compel  testimony  are 


and  of  most  cities.  A  resolution  to ’’apply 

the  principle  rigidly  was  passed  unanl- ,  - . .  .... 

mous'.i  this  year  by  the  Common  Coun-  to  committees  of  both  boards 

evil  -an/i  »*AC:c»ir»  y.  ^a  _  -  I 


more  clearly  defined  by  amendment  of 
section  31.  All  provisions  apply  equally 


cil  and  rescinded  because  it  was  found  1 

&tea^^°unTr^kVU^^n"?*‘^c"^^  than  ^  are 

provisions  of  the  Charter.  The  nroitospd  writing,  approved  as  to 

amendments  make  the  principle  ^ak^  ef-  and  no 


feet  at  the  beginning  of  the  next  fiscal 
year  and  remove  the  confusion  that  now 
^ists  by  wholly  repealing  Sections  73  and 
299  and  substituting  new  matter  To 
avoid  conflict  of  provisions  arising  from 
careless  use  of  terms,  changes  are  also 
made  in  Sections  67,  68,  69  and  70,  relatin'' 
to  the  form  of  the  estimates 

A  schedule  giving  the  exact  language 
of  the  new  matter  and  showing  all 
chages  in  sections  not  repealed  Is  bein" 
printed.  “ 

HI. 

All  moneys  received  by  the  City  from 
any  source  should  be  paid  directly  Into 
one  office,  that  of  the  City  Treasurer. 

The  following  are  the  onlv  exceptions 
to  this  rule  now  existing;  in  these  cases 


liability  is  allowed  to  be  imposed  on  the 
city  by  any  officer  or  employe  except  by 
following  exactly  the  procedure  laid  down 
in  the  charter. 

This  idea  is  carried  out  by  amendments 
to  sections  272,  407,  408  and  478.  The  exact 
language  of  the  new  provisions  is  being 
printed  and  will  show  the  details. 

VII. 

MISCELLAXEOUS. 

The  following  are  the  only  amendments 
not  embraced  under  one  of  the  above 
headings; 

1.  Procedure  on  tax  sales  simplified  by 
amendment  to  section  126,  recommended 
by  comptroller. 


2.  The  city  Is  authorized  to  pay  pre- 

the  persons  receiving  the’  m'oney'irr^^  [  ^cTrs  and^em^yesT  amendment  of  sec^ 
quired  to  pay  it  over  to  the  city  treas-  tion  476.  imenurnent  or  sec¬ 


urer  weekly  or  dally-  the  amendments  3.  Notice  to  lay  sidewalks  etc  Is  re- 
cut  out  thi.s  double  handling  of  funds  |  quired  by  the  amendment  of  section  ^ 
and  require  payment  to  the  city  treasurer  |  to  be  given  property  owners  before  wo^ 
of  the  amounts  now  received  by  the  fol-  I  is  ordered  by  the  Common  Counci?  The 
lowing  officers  and  departments  for  the  only  notice  now  Is  after  the  work  hat 
purposes  named.  been  ordered 

Comptroller,  for  redemption  from  tax  ' _ 
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ed,  after  the  tiling  with  him  of  the  pay  roll  con¬ 
taining  such  claims;  and  all  other  claims  shall  be 
certified  by  the  Auditor  within  thirty  days  after 
their  filing  with  him,  duly  certified  in  accordance 
with  the  preceding  section  by  the  head  of  a  de¬ 
partment  or  other  regular  subdivision  of  the  city. 

(5)  Claims  when  duly  certified  by  the  head 
of  a  department  or  other  regular  subdivision  of 
the  city  and  by  the  Auditor  and  by  the  Comptrol¬ 
ler,  in  accordance  with  this  and  the  preceding  sec¬ 
tion,  shall  be  paid  by  warrants  upon  the  city, 
drawn  and  signed  by  the  City  Clerk  and  delivered 
by  him  to  the  Comptroller.  The  Comptroller 
must  countersign  every  warrant  and  deliver  the 
warrants  to  the  claimants  entitled  thereto  upon 
davs  designated  bv  him.  Every  claimant  at  the 
time  of  receiving  his  warrant  must  receipt  in  full 
his  claim  against  the  city,  as  set  forth  in  the  writ¬ 
ten  statement  thereof. 

(6)  Xo  claim  arising  against  the  city  and  no 
indebtedness  incurred  bv  the  citv  in  anv  fiscal 
year,  except  by  the  issuance  of  bonds  or  certifi¬ 
cates  of  indebtedness,  shall  be  paid  by  money  ap¬ 
propriated  in  the  annual  estimate  for  another  fis¬ 
cal  vear.  And  anv  officer  who  certifies  such  a  claim 
for  payment,  or  pays  it,  except  out  of  the  money 
specifically  appropriated  therefor  by  the  Common 
Council,  in  accordance  with  this  act,  shall  be  and 
become  personally  liable  for  the  amount  thereof. 

(7)  Xo  claim  against  the  city  shall  be  paid 
until  it  has  been  dulv  certified  bv  the  head  of  a 

%■  4 

department  or  other  regular  subdivision  of  the 
city  and  by  the  Auditor  and  Comptroller,  as  in 
this  and  the  preceding  section  provided,  and  a 
warrant  drawn  therefor,  and  the  receipt  in  full 
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settlement  of  the  claim  delivered,  as  in  this  section 
provided.  And  no  action  or  proceeding  to  re¬ 
cover  or  enforce  any  claim  against  the  city  shall 
be  brought  until  the  expiration  of  sixty  days  after 
the  claim  has  been  filed  with  the  Auditor  and  the 
head  of  the  proper  department  or  other  regular 
subdivision  of  the  city;  and  no  action  shall  be 
maintained  against  the  city  to  recover  damages 
for  injury  to  person  or  property  unless  the  claim 
is  filed  with  the  Auditor  and  with  the  Corporation 
Counsel,  in  the  manner  described  in  subdivision 
eight  of  section  fifteen  of  this  act,  within  sixty 
days  after  the  receipt  of  the  injury.  An  action 
for  damages  on  account  of  death  caused  by  the 
negligence  of  the  city,  or  for  damages  on  account 
of  injury  to  person  or  property,  must  be  com¬ 
menced  within  one  year  from  the  time  of  the  re¬ 
ceipt  of  the  injury. 

(8)  Either  board  of  the  Common  Council  at 
any  time,  by  resolution,  or  the  Mayor,  by  written 
order,  may  direct  the  City  Clerk  not  to  draw,  or 
the  Comptroller  not  to  countersign  and  deliver 
any  warrant  to  pay  a  particular  claim  or  claims, 
or  the  Treasurer  not  to  cash  such  warrant  if 
drawn ;  and  upon  being  notified  of  such  a  resolu¬ 
tion  of  either  board  or  written  order  of  the  Mayor, 
the  City  Clerk,  Comptroller  and  Treasurer  must 
comply  therewith  and  take  no  action  either  to¬ 
ward  drawing,  countersigning,  delivering  or  pay¬ 
ing  the  warrant  until  authorized  to  do  so  by  a 
further  resolution  of  that  board  which  directed 
the  warrant  not  to  be  drawn,  countersigned,  de¬ 
livered  or  paid,  or  by  a  written  cancellation  from 
the  Mavor  of  his  order. 

Section  35.  Strike  out  the  second  sentence, 
^^He  shall  prepare  and  sign  all  warrants  on  the 
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treasury  and  keep  an  account  of  them  in  books 
kept  for  that  sole  purpose,”  and  in  place  of  that 
sentence  insert : 

Immediately  upon  the  delivery  to  him  by  the 
Comptroller  of  claims  against  the  city,  duly  cer¬ 
tified  as  provided  in  this  act,  the  City  Clerk  shall 
prepare  and  sign  warrants  for  the  payment  of 
such  claims  and  deliver  them  forthwith  to  the 
Comptroller.  The  City  Clerk  shall  keep  an  ac¬ 
count  of  all  warrants  drawn  by  him  in  books  kept 
for  that  sole  purpose. 

Section  58.  Strike  out  the  first  three  sentences, 
ending  with  the  words  ^‘reported  upon  by  the 
Auditor,”  and  in  place  of  them  insert: 

The  Comptroller  shall,  subject  to  the  confirma¬ 
tion  of  the  Common  Council,  appoint  an  Auditor, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  examine  all  claims  of 
every  kind  against  the  citv  and  to  certifv  them  in 
writing,  as  provided  in  this  act. 

Also  strike  out  the  words  ‘^and  corrupt”  in 
next  the  last  line  on  page  49. 

Section  60.  Strike  out  ‘  ^  authorized  by  the  Com-  ’ 
mon  Council,  and  signed  by  the”  also  Mayor 
and.” 

Section  64.  This  entire  section  is  repealed,  the 
subject-matter  being  covered  under  revised  Sec¬ 
tion  59,  and  the  following  is  substituted: 

Section  64.  Upon  the  written  requisition  of 
the  head  of  a  department  or  other  regular  subdi¬ 
vision  of  the  city  for  money  to  pay  postage,  or 
court  expenses,  or  the  necessary  expenses  of  any 
person  in  the  department  or  regular  subdivision 
obliged  to  travel  on  the  city’s  business,  the  City 
Clerk  may  draw,  and  the  Comptroller  counter¬ 
sign,  a  warrant  for  any  such  requisition  up  to  the 
amount  of  one  hundred  dollars,  provided  that  the 
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Comptroller  has  certified  in  writing  upon  the 
requisition  that  its  payment  will  not  overdraw  the 
money  appropriated  for  postage,  court  expenses 
or  travelling  expenses  of  the  department  or  other 
regular  subdivision  from  which  such  requisition 
was  issued,  and  provided  also  that  to  each  requisi¬ 
tion  from  a  department  or  other  regular  subdi¬ 
vision  is  attached  a  detailed  statement  showing  the 
expenditure  of  the  money  advanced  upon  the  pre¬ 
vious  requisition  from  that  department  or  regular 
subdivision;  and  such  statement  must  be  signed 
by  the  head  of  the  department  or  regular  subdi- 
vison  submitting  it,  and  certified  as  just  and 
correct  bv  the  Auditor. 

Section  190.  Strike  out  all  of  the  second  sen¬ 
tence  after  the  words  ‘CUl  salaries  in  this  depart¬ 
ment  shall  be  paid  semi-monthly.”  The  details 
of  payment  are  provided  for  in  revised  Sections 
15  and  16. 

Section  277.  Strike  out  the  last  two  sentences, 
as  payment  for  this  work  comes  under  the  general 
provisions  of  revised  Sections  15  and  16. 

Section  287.  This  entire  section  is  repealed, 
the  subject  matter  being  covered  in  revised  sec¬ 
tions  15  and  16. 


II. 

EXPENDITURES  FOR  EVERY  PURPOSE 
MUST  BE  KEPT  WITHIN  THE  AMOUNT 
APPROPRIATED  BY  THE  COMMON  COUN¬ 
CIL  FOR  THAT  PURPOSE;  AND  ESTI¬ 
MATES  PRESENTED  BY  HEADS  OF  DE¬ 
PARTMENTS  MUST  SHOW  CLEARLY  AND 
SPECIFICALLY  THE  PURPOSES  FOR 
MHilCH  xVPPROPRIATIONS  ARE  ASKED. 
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Amendments  under  this  section  affect  the  fol¬ 
lowing  sections : 

Sections  67-70  are  amended  to  read  as  follows, 
the  new  matter  being  indicated  by  italics : 

Section  67.  The  heads  of  the  different  depart¬ 
ments  and  other  regular  suh divisions  of  the  city 
and  such  other  officers  of  the  city  as  the  Comp¬ 
troller  may  request,  shall  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  February  of  every  year  deliver  to  the 
Comptroller  an  estimate  showing  in  detail  the 
different  specific  purposes  for  which  during  the 
next  fisccd  year  money  tvill  be  required  to  he  ex¬ 
pended  in,  by  or  through  said  respective  depart¬ 
ments  or  other  regular  suh  divisions,  and  by  and 
through  such  officers,  and,  also  shoiuing  the 
amount  of  money  lohich  tvill  be  required  for  each 
of  such  specific  purposes.  And  the  head  of  any 
department  or  other  regidar  subdivision  of  the 
city  or  other  officer,  shall  forthivith,  upon  request, 
furnish  any  information  or  statements ,  showing 
in  such  detail  as  may  be  requested,  the  different 
specific  purposes  for  which  during  a  fisccd  year 
money  will  be  required  to  be  expended  in  or  by  or 
through  such  department  or  regular  subdivision 
or  by  such  officer,  whenever  such  information  or 
statements  are  requested  by  the  Comptroller  or 
either  board,  of  the  Common  Council  or  by  the 
Mayor  betiueen  the  first  day  of  February  and  the 
first  day  of  May  in  any  year. 

Section  68.  The  Comptroller,  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  March  in  each  year,  shall  also  present 
to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  an  estimate  in  ivriting, 
showing  the  total  amount  of  money  necessary  to 
be  raised  by  general  tax  to  carry  on  the  city  gov¬ 
ernment  and  meet  all  of  its  expenses  and  to  pay 
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all  of  its  bonds  falling  due  during  the  succeeding 
fiscal  year;  and'  this  estimate  under  separate  and 
appropriate  heads  shcdl  also  show  in  detail  the 
cliff  event  specific  purposes  for  ivhich  money  will 
he  required  in  each  of  the  various  departments 
and  other  regular  subdivisions  of  the  city,  with 
the  amount  estimated  as  needed  to  he  appropri¬ 
ated  for  each  of  those  specific  purposes  for  the 
next  fiscal  year.  In  such  estimate  shall  be  in¬ 
cluded  at  least  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  of 
the  principal  and  the  interest  of  the  bonded  debt 
of  the  city,  due  or  to  fall  due  within  the  next  fiscal 
3^ear.  The  Comptroller  is  hereby  permitted  and 
directed  to  credit,  apply,  and  use  all  premium 
moneys  heretofore  realized  upon  the  sale  of  bonds 
now  credited  to  the  local  redemption  fund  of  said 
citv,  as  a  resource  of  the  city  in  the  annual  esti- 
mates  of  the  city.  Hereafter  all  premiums  real¬ 
ized  upon  the  sale  of  bonds  shall  be  used  and  ap¬ 
plied  as  a  resource  of  the  city  in  the  annual  esti¬ 
mates. 

Section  69.  Such  estimate  shall  be  entered  at 
large  upon  the  minutes  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
[instead  of  ‘Tipon  the  journaP^]. 

Section  70.  After  the  expiration  of  one  week 
from  the  presentation  of  such  estimate,  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  shall  proceed  to  consider  the  same, 
and  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  all  the  members 
elected  mav  alter  or  amend  the  same;  and  shall, 
on  or  before  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  March, 
finally  pass  upon  it  and  at  once  report  its  action 
to  the  Board  of  Councilmen,  which  shall  pass 
thereon  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  April,  and 
may  alter  or  amend  the  same  by  a  vote  of  two- 
thirds  of  all  its  members  elected.  The  estimate 
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of  the  Comptroller  shall  stand  as  to  all  amounts 
[instead  of  ‘items’’]  not  altered  or  amended  by 
a  vote  of  tivo-thirds  of  the  members  elected  to 
each  board  of  the  Common  Council  [instead  of 
‘^both  boards”],  or  disapproved  or  stricken  out 
or  reduced  by  the  Mayor  before  May  first,  as  here¬ 
inafter  iDrovided.  The  estimate,  as  made  by  the 
ComjDt roller,  or  as  altered  or  amended  by  the 
Common  Council  as  aforesaid,  may  be  adopted 
by  a  majority  vote  of  each  board,  and  upon  its 
final  adoption  shall  be  entered  upon  the  minutes 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  [instead  of  ^‘entered  at 
large  upon  the  journal  of  each  board”].  The  esti¬ 
mate  as  finally  adopted  by  the  Common  Council 
shall  be  forthwith  transmitted  to  the  Mayor, 
who  may,  at  any  time  before  May  first, 
disapprove,  strike  out,  or  reduce  any  amount 
separately  stated  as  reqidred  to  be  appropriated 
for  any  sfoecific  purpose  [instead  of  ^‘any  item  of 
such  estimate”]  ;  but  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of 
the  principal  of  the  bonded  debt  of  the  city,  and 
to  no  other  purpose,  shall  be  included  in  such  esti¬ 
mate  as  adopted  by  the  Common  Council,  and  this 
amount  [instead  of  ^Ttem”]  shall  not  be  disap¬ 
proved  or  stricken  out  or  reduced  by  the  Mayor. 

t 

Section  73  is  entirely  repealed  and  the  follow¬ 
ing  is  substituted: 

Section  73.  Every  expenditure  made  or  in¬ 
debtedness  incurred  for  the  city  during  any  fiscal 
vear  bv  the  head  of  a  department  or  anv  other 
Iverson  in  the  city’s  employ  must  be  on  account  of 
or  for  one  of  the  different  specific  purposes  for 
which  money  is  separately  stated  and  set  forth 
in  the  annual  estimate  as  having  been  appropri- 
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a  ted.  No  expenditure  shall  in  any  event  exceed 
the  amount  separately  stated  in  the  annual  esti¬ 
mate  as  appropriated  for  or  on  account  of  the 
specific  purpose  for  which  the  expenditure  is  to 
be  made,  and  in  no  event  shall  the  head  of  a  de¬ 
partment  or  any  other  person  incur,  or  have  any 
right  or  authority  to  incur,  any  indebtedness 
which,  if  i)aid,  would  overdraw  the  amount  sep¬ 
arately  stated  in  the  annual  estimate  as  appropri¬ 
ated  for  the  specific  purpose  to  which  such  in¬ 
debtedness  would  be  charged  if  duly  incurred. 
And  if  any  person  on  behalf  of  the  city  shall  con¬ 
tract  for  or  order  anything,  the  payment  of  which 
would  overdraw  the  amount  so  separately  stated 
in  the  annual  estimate  as  appropriated  for  the 
specific  purpose  to  which  such  thing  so  contracted 
for  or  ordered  would  be  chargeable,  then  the 
order  or  contract  shall  be  absolutelv  void  and 
inetfectual  as  against  the  city  and  shall  form  no 
element  or  basis  of  anv  claim  or  liabilitv  whatso- 

4/ 

ever  against  the  city.  But  when  any  amount  of 
money  separately  stated  in  the  annual  estimate 
as  ajopropriated  for  any  specific  purpose  has  been 
spent  or  duly  contracted  to  be  spent,  then  the  head 
of  the  department,  or  other  regular  subdivision 
of  the  city  for  which  the  appropriation  for  such 
specific  purpose  was  made  must  immediately  send 
to  the  Common  Council  a  written  communication 
stating  how  the  money  so  appropriated  has  been 
spent,  and  if  any  more  money  is  required  for  such 
purpose  during  the  fiscal  year,  how  much  is  need¬ 
ed  and  for  what  it  is  to  be  used,  and  also  request 
that  further  money  for  such  specific  purpose  be 
raised  in  the  manner  provided  by  this  section. 

If  the  head  of  any  department  or  other  regular 
subdivision  of  the  city,  and  the  Mayor,  and  Comp- 


troller  shall  certify  in  writing  that  a  greater 
amount  of  money  is  needed  during  the  fiscal  year 
for  any  of  the  different  specific  purposes  of  such 
department  or  regular  subdivision  than  has  been 
stated  in  the  annual  estimate  as  separately  appro¬ 
priated  for  any  such  specific  purpose,  and  shall 
also  certify  the  amount  needed  for  such  specific 
purpose  in  excess  of  that  separately  stated  as 
appropriated  therefor,  then  the  Common  Council 
may,  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  elected 
to  each  of  its  boards,  recorded' in  their  resjDectiye 
minutes  and  taken  by  ayes  and  nays,  direct  the 
issuing  of  a  certificate  of  indebtedness  or  defi¬ 
ciency  bond  for  such  excess,  and  the  money  there¬ 
for,  upon  its  receipt,  shall  be  credited  to  the 
specific  purpose  for  which  it  was  certified  to  the 
Common  Council  to  be  needed,  and  mav  thereafter 
be  used  as  if  the  amount  thereof  had  been  orig¬ 
inally  included  and  separately  stated  in  the  an¬ 
nual  estimate  as  appropriated  for  such  purpose. 

Any  certificates  of  indebtedness  or  deficiency 
bonds  so  issued  prior  to  February  first  of  any 
fiscal  year  for  raising  money  during  such  fiscal 
year  for  any  specific  purpose  in  excess  of  the 
amounts  as  separately  stated  in  the  annual  esti¬ 
mate  for  that  year  as  appropriated  for  such  pur¬ 
pose  shall  become  due  and  payable  on  the  first  day 
of  September  of  the  next  fiscal  year  succeeding 
their  issue;  and  to  pay  such  certificates  of  indebt¬ 
edness  or  deficiency  bonds  there  must  be  included 
in  the  estimate  submitted  by  the  Comptroller  to 
the  Common  Council  for  the  fiscal  year  next  suc¬ 
ceeding  that  in  which  such  certificates  of  indebt¬ 
edness  or  deficiencv  bonds  were  issued,  their 
amount  and  the  interest  to  be  paid  thereon,  and 
a  sum  sufficient  to  cover  such  amount  and  interest 
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must  be  separately  stated  and  included  in  the  an¬ 
nual  estimate  and  be  appropriated  to  the  siDecific 
purpose  for,  or  on  account  of  which  the  money 
raised  upon  such  certificates  or  bonds  was  used ; 
and  it  must  further  be  separately  stated  that  such 
sum  can  be  expended  only  to  take  up  such  bonds 
or  certificates;  Provided,  however,  that  if  any 
such  certificates  of  indebtedness  or  deficiency 
bonds  are  issued  after  the  first  day  of  February 
of  any  fiscal  year  the  amount  of  such  certificates 
or  deficiency  bonds  shall  be  included  in  the  esti¬ 
mate  submitted  by  the  Comptroller  to  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council  in  the  next  succeeding  fiscal  year  in 
the  manner  aforesaid,  as  the  amount  of  those  is¬ 
sued  prior  to  February  first  is  included;  but  the 
certificates  of  indebtedness  or  deficiency  bonds  so 
issued  after  February  first  of  any  fiscal  year  shall 
become  due  and  payable  on  the  first  day  of  Sep¬ 
tember  of  the  fiscal  vear  for  which  such  last  men- 
tioned  estimate  is  submitted  to  the  Common  Coun¬ 
cil. 

Anv  member  or  members  of  the  Common  Conn- 
cil  voting  for,  or  any  person  in  the  employ  of  the 
city  authorizing,  the  expenditure  of  any  money 
or  the  making  of  any  contract,  except  contracts 
for  a  longer  term  than  one  year  for  city  lighting, 
cleaning  streets  and  collecting  refuse  and  gar¬ 
bage,  or  the  incurring  of  any  indebtedness  which 
will  require  the  expenditure  of  money  for  any  spe¬ 
cific  purpose  in  excess  of  the  money  separately 
stated  in  the  annual  estimate  as  appropriated  for 
such  specific  purpose,  or  in  excess  of  the  money 
raised  by  the  issuing  of  city  certificates  of  indebt¬ 
edness  or  a  deficiency  bond  for  such  specific  pur¬ 
pose.  or  by  a  regular  bond  issue,  shall  be  jointly 
and  severally  responsible  for  such  expenditure 
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and  all  liability  under  sncli  contract  and  for  such 
indebtedness,  and  the  city  shall  in  no  way  be 
bound  by  such  vote  or  by  the  act  of  such  person 
authorizing  such  expenditure  or  making  such  con¬ 
tract  or  incurring  such  indebtedness.  And  the 
Comptroller  shall  be  responsible  to  the  city  for 
the  amount  of  anv  warrant  countersigned  or  de- 
livered  by  him  which,  when  paid,  will  overdraw 
either  the  amount  separately  stated  in  the  annual 
estimate  as  approx)riated  for  the  siDecific  xmrjoose 
on  account  of  which  such  warrant  was  drawn  or 
the  amount  raised  for  such  purpose  by  the  issu¬ 
ance  of  certificates  of  indebtedness  or  a  deficiencv 
bond  or  by  a  regular  bond  issue;  and  the  Treas¬ 
urer  shall  also  be  responsible  and  must  reimburse 
the  citv  for  the  amount  of  anv  such  warrant  paid 
bv  him. 


Section  235.  Strike  out,  near  the  middle  of  the 
section,  the  words  ‘‘provided,  however,  that  the 
whole  exjDense  of  administering  said  department 
shall  not  exceed  the  sum  appropriated  therefor  by 
the  Common  Council,  except  as  provided  in  Sec¬ 
tion  73.”  The  financial  operations  of  the  Health 
Department  will  then  be  gwerned  bv  revised  Sec¬ 
tion  73. 

Section  273.  Strike  out,  in  the  first  paragraph 
on  page  160,  the  second  sentence,  relating  to  pay 
accounts,  and  insert :  Such  salaries  and  pay  shall 
be  due  semi-monthlv,  unless-  bv  general  statutes 
required  to  be  paid  weekly. 

Section  299  is  entirely  repealed,  the  subject- 
matter  being  fully  covered  by  revised  Section  73. 
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III. 

ALI.  MONEYS  EECEIVED  BY  THE  CITY 
FROM  ANY  SOURCE  SHOULD  BE  PAID  DI¬ 
RECTLY^  INTO  ONE  OFFICE,  THAT  OF  THE 
CITY  TREASURER. 

Amendments  under  this  heading  affect  the  fol¬ 
lowing  sections : 

Department  of  Finance. 

Section  14.  In  the  last  sentence,  strike  out 
‘^paid  into  said  local  redemption  fund”  and  in¬ 
sert  :  Collected  by  and  paid  to  the  Treasurer  and 
credited  to  said  local  redemption  fund. 

Section  48.  In  the  last  sentence  strike  out 
‘ A' ompt roller’’  and  insert:  Treasurer. 

Section  57.  Beginning  at  the  fourth  sentence 
with  the  words  ‘AYhen  money  is  paid  to  him  to 
redeem  lands,”  strike  out  all  the  rest  of  the  sec¬ 
tion. 

Section  59.  This  entire  section  is  repealed  and 
the  following  is  substituted: 

Section  59.  Excepting  clerks  of  courts  and 
persons  expressly  empowered  by  law  to  col¬ 
lect  money  for  licenses  and  pension  funds,  the 
Treasurer  shall  be  the  only  officer  of  the  city  or 
of  any  of  its  departments  authorized  to  collect, 
receiye  and  receipt  for  money  belonging  to  the 
city  or  due  to  it  from  any  source  whatsoeyer. 

«  t 

The  Treasurer  shall  keep  an  accurate  account  of 
all  moneys  receiyed  and  disbursed  ,by  him,  and 
make  a  daily  report  thereof  to  the  Conijitroller. 
He  shall  deposit  daily  all  moneys  receiyed  b}^  him 

in  the  banks  designated  by  the  Common  Council. 

(  • 
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Except  as  ]3rovided  in  Section  12  of  this  act,  the 
money  so  deposited  shall  be  drawn  from  the 
banks  only  by  check  of  the  Treasurer,  counter¬ 
signed  by  the  Comptroller,  and  to  satisfy  a  war¬ 
rant  or  warrants  drawn  for  the  payment  of  claims 
against  the  city,  or  to  transfer  moneys  from  one 
dej^osit  bank  to  another,  either  upon  the  direction 
of  the  Common  Council  or  upon  the  written  order 
of  the  IMayor,  Comptroller  and  Treasurer. 

Section  111.  At  end  of  third  line  on  page  73, 
strike  out  ‘^Comptroller’’  and  insert:  Treasurer. 

Section  112.  Strike  out  first  three  lines  on  page 
73  and  insert  instead:  The  purchasers  at  such 
sales  shall  pay  the  amounts  of  their  respective 
bids  to  the  Treasurer  within  forty-eight  hours 
after  the  sale  and  the  Treasurer  shall  give  to  the 
purchaser  a  receipt  containing  the  description  of 
the  property  purchased.  Upon  the  production  to 
him  of  such  receipt  the  [remainder  of  section, 
beginning  with  fourth  line,  unchanged]. 

Section  114.  On  page  76,  third  line,  strike  out 
“Comptroller”  and  insert :  Treasurer.  Near  end 
of  same  sentence,  strike  out  “ten  dollars”  and 
insert:  not  to  exceed  fifteen  dollars.  Near  be¬ 
ginning  in  next  sentence  strike  out  “Comptrol¬ 
ler”  and  insert:  Treasurer. 

The  last  three  lines  on  page  77  and  all  the  rest 
of  this  section  on  page  78  are  stricken  out  and  the 
following  is  substituted,  new  matter  being  shown 

bv  italics : 

« 

and  shall  be  entitled  to  charge  therefor  a  sum 
not  to  exceed  ten  (instead  of  “the  sum  of  five”) 
dollars  for  each  such  (instead  of  “a”)  full  and 
complete  title  search,  and  not  to  exceed  five  dot- 
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lavs  (instead  of  ‘‘two  dollars  and  fifty  cents”) 
for  a  continnation  of  such  searcli  and  one  dollar 
for  a  tax  search;  hut  such  search  may  he  also  mcicle 
hy  any  responsible  incorporated  com,pany  author¬ 
ized  hy  the  laivs  of  this  State  to  make  tax  and 
title  searches  and  certify  to  or  guarantee  the  cor¬ 
rectness  thereof,  and  searches  of  such  co^npanies 
may  he  furnished  hy  any  purchaser  of  such  lot  or 
lots,  or  his  assignees,  ivith  like  effect  as  if  made  hy 
said  clerk. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Comptroller  whenever 
any  parcel  of  land  shall,  nnder  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  be  struck  off  to  the  city,  to  seasonably 
procure  from  the  County  Clerk,  or  from  any 
responsible  incorporated  title  or  search  company, 
the  necessary  guaranteed  searches,  at  a  cost  not 
to  exceed  ten  dollars  for  any  such  fidl  and  com¬ 
plete  title  search  and  not  to  exceed  one  dollar  for 
a  tax  search,  and  not  to  exceed  five  dollars  for  any 
necessary  continuation  of  any  guaranteed  title 
search,  to  enable  the  city  to  ]Derfect  its  title  to  said 
lands,  and  he  shall,  in  his  annual  estimate  for  his 
department,  include  a  sufficient  sum  to  enable  him 
to  carrv  the  same  into  effect. 

Section  115.  In  second  sentence,  after  “The 
Comptroller  shall  be  entitled  to  demand,”  strike 
out  the  words  ‘  ‘  and  receive  ’  ’ ;  and  at  the  end  of 
same  sentence  add:  which  sum  the  grantee  shall 
thereupon  pay  to  the  Treasurer. 


Depaktment  of  Law. 

Section  164  is  amended  to  read  as  follows : 

Section  164.  The  Corporation  Counsel  shall 

not  receive  anv  fees  or  emoluments  in  addition  to 

« 
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his  salarv,  and  all  costs  and  commissions  collect- 
ible  through  his  department  shall  be  paid  to  the 
Treasurer,  and  a  report  thereof  made  to  the 
Comptroller. 

Depaktment  of  Public  Woeks. 

Section  271,  paragraiDh  1,  on  page  156,  third 
line,  strike  out  ‘^collection  of  the  water  revenue 
and  of.” 

Section  273,  paragraph  2.  At  end  of  first  sen¬ 
tence,  top  of  page  162,  strike  out  ‘  ‘  and  the  collec¬ 
tion  of  the  revenue  arising  from  the  sale  and  use 
of  water.” 

Section  285  is  entirely  repealed  and  the  follow¬ 
ing  is  substituted: 

Section  285.  The  Common  Council  shall  have 
the  power  to  fix  and  from  time  to  time  to  change 
the  rates  to  be  charged  for  the  use  of  water. 
These  rates  shall  be  payable  to  the  Treasurer 
semi-annually  in  advance,  on  days  to  be  fixed  by 
the  Treasurer  and  Comptroller,  who  may  divide 
the  citv  into  districts,  and  fix  the  dates  on  which 
the  rates  in  each  district  shall  be  paid. 

Section  286.  Strike  out  the  first  sentence,  as 
other  amendments  provide  that  all  money  now 
paid  to  the  Commissioner  and  by  him  paid  over  to 
the  Treasurer  shall  hereafter  be  paid  to  the  Treas¬ 
urer  direct. 


Department  of  Parks. 

Section  313.  In  first  sentence  strike  out  “de¬ 
posited  with  the  Treasurer”  and  insert:  paid  to 
the  Treasurer. 
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Section  315.  Near  middle  of  page  182  strike 
out  ‘^when  collected  shall  be  paid  into  the  park 
fund’^  and  insert:  paid  to  the  City  Treasurer  and 
credited  to  the  park  fund. 

Section  320.  'The  sentence  next  to  the  last  is 
amended  to  read :  All  property  so  devised,  grant¬ 
ed,  bequeathed,  or  conveyed,  shall  be  subject  to 
the  exclusive  management,  direction  and  control 
of  said  Park  Commissioners,  and  the  rents,  issues, 
profits  and  income  thereof  paid  to  the  City  Treas¬ 
urer  and  credited  to  the  park  fund. 

Hakboe  Master. 

Section  379  is  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

Section  379.  The  Harbor  Master  shall  have  the 
exclusive  disposition  and  sale  of  the  right  and 
privilege  to  cut  and  remove  all  ice  formed  upon 
the  waters  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  city ;  and 
all  moneys  therefor  shall  be  paid  to  the  City 
Treasurer,  and  a  report  thereof  be  made  by  said 
Harbor  Master  to  the  Common  Council. 

Mtscellax^eous. 

Section  500  is  entirely  repealed  and  the  follow¬ 
ing  is  substituted: 

Section  500.  A  certified  copy  of  any  city  record 
or  document  for  the  use  of  any  person  other  than 
an  officer  of  the  city  shall  be  made  for  a  fee  of 
not  exceeding  ten  cents  a  folio  for  each  paper, 
record,  or  document  copied,  and  twenty-five  cents 
for  the  certificate  of  the  clerk  in  whose  charge 
such  record,  paper,  or  document  is  kept.  Before 
any  certified  copy  of  records,  documents,  or 
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papers  of  the  city  is  made  the  fee  therefor  shall  be 
paid  to  and  receipted  for  by  the  Treasurer. 

As  the  City  Clerk  receives  fees  for  marriage 
licenses  under  the  state  law,  Section  36  is  left  in 
force,  but  is  amended  by  striking  out  weekly’^ 
and  inserting :  daily. 


IV. 

ALL  ASSESSMENT  LOLLS  SHOULD  BE 
MADE  BY  THE  BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS. 

This  change  is  proposed  to  be  made  by  entirely 
repealing  Section  288  and  substituting  the  fol¬ 
lowing: 

Section  288.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  owner 
of  any  premises  in  the  city,  whenever  such  work 
shall  be  ordered  by  a  resolution  of  the  Common 
Council,  to  lay  water,  sewer  and  gas  service  pipes 
from  the  main  pipes  in  the  street  in  front  of  such 
premises  to  such  point  beyond  the  curb  line  as  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  may  determine. 
It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  such  owner  to  lay  and 
re-lay  sidewalks  in  front  of  such  premises  and  to 
at  all  times  keep  and  maintain  the  sidewalks  in 
good  order  and  repair  and  to  keep  weeds  cut  in 
front  of  such  premises.  Before  any  resolution  to 
lay  water,  sewer  or  gas  service  pipes  or  to  lay  or 
re-lay  sidewalks,  or  to  cut  weeds,  under  this  sec¬ 
tion,  is  introduced  in  the  Common  Council,  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  shall  notify  the 
owner  of  any  premises  in  front  of  which  water, 
sewer  or  gas  service  pipes  are  to  be  laid,  or  side¬ 
walks  laid,  or  relaid,  or  weeds  cut,  that  such  work 
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must  be  done,  and  that  if  it  is  not  done  by  the 
owner  within  ten  davs  from  the  date  of  such 
notice,  a  resolution  for  such  laying  or  relaying  of 
sidewalks,  or  laying  of  water,  sewer  or  gas  service 
pipes,  or  cutting  of  weeds,  as  the  case  may  be,  by 
the  city,  will  be  introduced  in  the  Common  Conn- 
cil.  Such  notice  may  be  served  personally  or  by 
mailing  the  same  in  the  manner  prescribed  in 
Section  !I50  of  this  act  for  the  mailing  of  notices 
by  the  Assessors.  When  any  owner  of  prem¬ 
ises  shall  fail  or  neglect  to  lay,  re-lay,  or  keep 
in  repair,  sidewalks  in  front  of  such  premises, 
or  to  remove  snow  or  ice  therefrom,  or  to  cut 
weeds  from  in  front  of  such  premises,  or  to  lay 
water,  sewer  or  gas  service  pipes,  as  aforesaid, 
as  required  by  this  section,  or  by  ordinance,  then 
the  city  may  lay,  re-lay,  or  keep  in  repair,  such 
sidewalks,  or  remove  snow  and  ice  therefrom, 
or  cut  weeds  in  front  of  such  premises,  or  lay 
such  water,  sewer  or  gas  service  pipes,  and  the 
expense  of  such  work  shall  be  a  charge  and  lien 
upon  said  premises,  to  be  collected  by  local  as¬ 
sessment  pursuant  to  this  section.  Such  work 
shall  be  done  forthwith  under  the  direction 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  after 
the  adoption  by  the  Common  Council  of  a 
resolution  ordering  the  same,  provided,  however, 
that  snow  and  ice  may  be  removed  from  sidewalks 
without  such  previous  notice  or  resolution. 
On  or  before  the  second  Monday  of  each 
month  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  shall 
make  and  file  with  the  Board  of  Assessors,  and 
also  with  the  Common  Council,  a  report  in  such 
form  as  the  Common  Council  may  prescribe,  of 
all  work  done  bv  the  city  under  this  section  and 

t/  » 

completed  during  the  preceding  month,  including 
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the  removal  of  obstructions  from  the  public 
streets,  and  no  work  shall  be  deemed  completed 
until  all  included  in  one  resolution  of  the  Common 
Council  shall  be  finished.  The  Common  Council 
shall  thereupon  order  a  local  assessment  roll  for 
all  such  work,  to  be  prepared  forthwith  by  the 
Board  of  Assessors,  and  said  board  shall  there¬ 
upon  cause  one  or  more  assessment  rolls  to  be 
made  for  all  such  work  and  for  removing  obstruc¬ 
tions  from  public  streets,  and  any  work  omitted 
from  one  monthly  assessment  roll  must  be  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  assessment  roll  for  that  kind  of 
work  made  in  the  next  succeeding  month.  Such 
rolls  shall  contain  descriptions  of  the  premises 
and  the  names  of  the  owners  in  form  and  manner 
as  prescribed  by  Chapter  3  of  Title  V  of  this 
act,  and  also  stated  in  separate  columns  the 
charge  against  each  parcel  of  land  for  the  kind 
of  work  above  specified,  chargeable  to  it,  and  each 
roll  shall  be  entitled  reassessment  roll  for  water, 
sewer  and  gas  connections,  constructing,  repair¬ 
ing  and  cleaning  sidewalks,  cutting  weeds  and 
removing  street  obstructions”;  provided,  how¬ 
ever,  that  the  Board  of  Assessors  may,  in  its  dis¬ 
cretion,  make  a  separate  roll  for  each  kind  of 
work  hereinbefore  in  this  section  specified,  or  may 
‘  include  in  one  roll  two  or  more  classes  of  such 
work,  and  the  roll  shall  be  entitled  accordingly. 
Each  such  roll  shall  specify  the  month  and  year, 
and  shall  be  arranged  by  streets  alphabetically 
and  shall  remain  on  file  in  the  office  of  said  Board 
of  Assessors  open  to  inspection  by  any  person  in¬ 
terested,  and  to  revision  by  said  Board  of  Asses¬ 
sors  for  at  least  ten  days  after  publication  by 
said  board  in  the  official  paper  of  a  notice  that 
said  roll  is  so  on  file  in  the  office  of  said  board, 
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as  in  the  case  of  other  local  assessment  rolls. 
Previous  notice  that  the  roll  will  be  so  open  to 
inspection  and  subject  to  revision  and  correction 
shall  be  given  by  mailing  the  same  to  each  person 
so  assessed,  as  hereinbefore  provided  for  mailing 
notices,  and  during  such  time  the  Board  of  As¬ 
sessors  shall  hear  interested  parties  and  shall 
make  such  corrections,  changes  and  alterations  in 
such  roll  and  in  the  assessments  therein  as  mav 
be  necessary  to  make  them  conform  to  the  report 
of  such  work  filed  with  the  Assessors  by  the  Com¬ 
missioner  of  Public  Works,  and  to  the  proofs  sub¬ 
mitted  by  interested  parties  satisfactory  to  said 
board.  The  Assessors  shall  also  have  anthoritv  to 
correct  clerical  errors  in  such  rolls.  Where  anv 
assessment  in  any  such  roll  is  on  the  wrong  prem¬ 
ises  or  is  assessed  to  the  wrong  person,  the  Board 
of  Assessors  mav  strike  the  same  from  the  roll 
and  include  it  as  corrected  in  the  monthlv 
roll  pre^Dared  next  thereafter.  Where  any 
assessment  has  been  omitted  from  anv  such  roll, 
the  Assessors  mav  include  such  omitted  assess- 
ment  in  the  monthly  roll  prepared  next  there¬ 
after  ;  provided,  however,  that  the  Assessors  shall 
give  notice  to  the  owners  of  land  upon  which  any 
such  omitted  or  delaved  assessment  is  to  be 
spread,  by  publishing  the  same  in  one  issue  of  the 
official  paper  within  three  days  prior  to  the  first 
day  when  such  roll  will  be  open  to  inspection  and 
revision.  After  any  assessment  roll  made  pur¬ 
suant  to  this  section  shall  have  been  corrected  and 
revised,  proof  by  affidavit  of  the  giving  of  the 
notices  herein  recpiired  shall  be  attached  thereto 
and  the  roll  shall  be  certified  bv  the  Board  of 
Assessors  and  filed  with  the  City  Clerk  on  or 
before  the  tenth  dav  of  the  next  month  after  the 


roll  shall  have  been  prepared.  Objections  to  such 
roll  or  to  any  part  thereof  may  be  hied  by  any 
person  atfected  thereby,  with  the  City  Clerk,  on 
or  before  the  hfteenth  day  of  said  month,  and 
either  before  or  after  the  roll  shall  be  hied  with 
him,  in  form  and  manner  as  provided  for  the  hling 
of  objections  with  him  to  other  local  assessment 
rolls.  If  no  such  objections  shall  be  so  hied,  the 
City  Clerk  shall,  at  the  hrst  meeting  of  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council  after  said  hfteenth  day  of  the  month, 
report  to  the  Common  Council  that  no  objections 
have  been  hied,  and  the  Common  Council  shall 
thereupon  adopt  a  resolution  conhrming  the  roll. 
If  any  such  objections  shall  be  so  hied,  the  City 
Clerk  shall,  at  the  hrst  meeting  of  the  Common 
Council  after  said  hfteenth  day  of  the  month,  pre¬ 
sent  the  same  to  the  Common  Council,  which  shall 
on  that  day,  or  on  such  other  day  or  days  as  it 
shall  appoint,  hear  the  objections,  and  conhrm  the 
roll  in  whole  or  in  part,  and  may  by  a  vote  of 
two-thirds  of  the  members  present  in  each  board, 
correct  or  revise  it,  and  conhrm  it  as  so  corrected 
or  revised.  Upon  the  conhrmation  of  any  such 
roll,  the  Citv  Clerk  shall  attach  to  it  his  certihcate 
that  the  roll  has  been  conhrmed,  and  deliver  such 
roll  so  certihed  to  the  Comptroller,  and  thereafter 
it  shall  be  proceeded  with  as  are  other  local  rolls 
after  the  same  have  been  conhrmed  and  delivered 
to  the  Comptroller,  and  all  of  the  provisions  of 
the  Charter  relating  to  local  rolls  shall  be  appli¬ 
cable  thereto.  Xo  assessment  provided  for  herein 
shall  be  deemed  invalid  by  reason  of  any  error 
in  the  name  of  the  person  to  whom  notice  is  given 
or  the  name  of  the  owner  of  the  premises  as¬ 
sessed,  and  all  assessments  hereinbefore  in  this 
section  provided  for  shall  be  assessed  upon  the 
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lands  and  i)remises  in  front  of  whicli  the  work  is 
done,  according  to  the  lineal  frontage.  No  work 
of  any  kind,  other  than  above  mentioned  in  this 
section,  the  cost  of  which  is  to  be  a  charge  or  lien 
upon  the  premises  in  front  of  which  such  work  is 
done,  or  upon  the  permises  benefited  thereby,  and 
the  cost  of  which  shall  be  less  than  five  hundred 
dollars,  shall  be  done  except  after  notice  and  a 
resolution  ordering  it,  similarly  given  and  adopt¬ 
ed  as  herein  provided. 


Y. 

DOUBTFUL  OE  DISPUTED  QUESTIONS 
OF  POWEE  OF  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL 
AEE  SETTLED,  WITH  ENLAEGEMENT  OF 
THE  COMMON  COUNCIIPS  POAYEES  IN 
SOME  MATTEES. 

1.  At  present  Subdivision  11  of  Section  17  pro¬ 
vides  that  ‘fill  case  any  power  granted  to  the 
Common  Council  is  also  granted  in  whole  or  in 
part  to  any  department  or  officer,  such  depart¬ 
ment  or  officer  shall  alone  exercise  such  i^ower 
to  the  extent  to  which  it  is  granted  to  such  de¬ 
partment  or  officer.”  The  last  part  of  this  sen¬ 
tence  is  amended  to  read:  such  department  or 
officer  shall  exercise  such  power  subject  to  such 

ordinances  as  the  Common  Council  mav  enact 

«/ 

and  the  Common  Council  is  hereby  specifically 
authorized  to  prescribe  by  ordinance  the  methods, 
statements  and  forms  to  be  used  bv  the  citv  and 
its  various  departments  in  collecting  the  city’s 
revenue  and  in  keeping  account  thereof,  and  of 
the  appropriations  and  expenditures  therefrom, 
and  in  incurrins;  obligations  for  which  no  bids 
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are  asked  by  advertisement  therefor,  and  in  mak¬ 
ing  reports  to  the  Common  Council. 

2.  A  change  in  Section  283  makes  clear  the 
jDoint  that  the  Common  Council  shall  ascertain 
the  low  bidder  on  every  job  and  award  the  con¬ 
tract  to  him.  The  section  as  it  stands  is  entirelv 
repealed  and  the  following  is  substituted: 

Section  283.  Xo  expenditure  or  contract  ex¬ 
ceeding  or  involving  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dol¬ 
lars  shall  be  made  by  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  until  the  Common  Council  has  specifically 
authorized  the  same.  Before  the  Common  Coun¬ 
cil  shall  authorize  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  to  enter  into  a  contract  for  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  any  work,  the  expense  of  which  shall  ex¬ 
ceed  or  involve  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars, 
he  shall  cause  a  notice  to  be  published 
in  the  official  pa^Der,  and  two  other  daily 
pajDers  in  the  city,  twice  a  week  for  two  weeks, 
inviting  jDroposals  for  the  same  according  to  the 
jfians  and  specifications  to  be  filed  in  his  office, 
and  the  contract  shall  be  let  to  the  lowest  re¬ 
sponsible  bidder.  Such  bidder  shall  be  designated 
bv  the  Common  Council  in  the  resolution  order- 
ing  the  contract  to  be  made,  and  shall  furnish 
to  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  good  and 
sufficient  security  for  the  complete  performance 
of  the  contract. 

3.  Amending  Section  486  to  read  as  follows : 

Section  486.  When  the  citv  shall  borrow  or 
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raise  money  for  any  specific  purpose,  it  shall  be 
applied  only  to  such  specific  purpose,  and  every 
Alderman  or  Councilman  who  shall  knowingly 
vote  to  ex]:)end  such  money  for  any  other  pur- 
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pose,  and  every  officer  who  shall  knowingly  assist 
in  so  expending  it  for  any  other  purpose  shall 
be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and,  on  conviction 
thereof,  shall  be  disqualified  from  holding  any 
citv  office. 

4.  Power  of  committees  to  investigate.  Sec¬ 
tion  31  is  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

Section  31.  Every  standing  committee  and 
any  special  committee  of  either  of  the  Boards, 
composing  the  Common  Council,  and  any  joint 
committee  of  both  boards,  shall  have  power  to 
investigate  any  matter  or  question,  which  in  the 
judgment  of  the  Board  from  which  such  committee 
is  appointed,  or  of  the  Common  Council,  or  of  any 
standing  committee  is  of  importance  and  interest 
to  the  city,  or  its  inhabitants,  and  also  to  investi¬ 
gate  any  department,  office,  officer  or  employee  of 
the  city,  except  the  Mayor  and  the  Mayor’s  de¬ 
partment,  and  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  such 
investigation  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Corpora¬ 
tion  Counsel,  if  requested  by  any  such  committee, 
or  the  chairman  thereof,  to  render  such  services  as 
said  committee  or  its  chairman  may  require. 

A'ny  such  committee  or  the  chairman  thereof,  for 
the  purpose  in  this  section  stated,  or  for  any  muni¬ 
cipal  purpose,  shall  have  power  to  require,  by  sub- 
pcena,  the  attendance  and  testimony  of  witnesses, 
and  the  production  of  all  books,  papers,  contracts, 
agreements  and  documents  relating  to  any  mat¬ 
ter  under  investigation.  Such  attendance  of 
witnesses,  and  the  production  of  such  document¬ 
ary  evidence  may  be  required  from  any  place  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  at  any  designated  place  of 
hearing  in  the  city  of  Buffalo. 
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The  word  committee,  as  used  in  Section  854  of 
the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  includes,  for  the  purposes  of  this  section, 
a  committee  authorized  by  this  section  to  require 
the  attendance  and  testimony  of  witnesses  and  the 
production  of  hooks  and  papers. 


VI. 

ALL  CONTPtACTS  FOE  MOPE  THAN  $500 
AEE  EEQUIEED  TO  BE  IN  AVEITING,  AP- 
PEOVED  AS  TO  FOEM  BY  THE  COEPOEA- 
TTON  COUNSEL,  AND  NO  LIABILITY  IS 
ALLOWED  TO  BE  IMPOSED  ON  THE  CITY 
BY  ANY  OFFICEE  OE  EMPLOYEE  EXCEPT 
BY  FOLLOAVING  EXACTLY  THE  PEO- 
CEDUEE  LAID  DOM^N  IN  THE  CHAETEE. 

Amendments  under  this  heading  affect  the  fol¬ 
lowing  sections : 

Section  272.  Beginning  near  end  of  third  sen¬ 
tence,  about  the  middle  of  page  159,  strike  out 

^^a  contract  therefor  shall  be  made  bv  the  Com- 

«/ 

missioner,  except  where  he  is  authorized  to  do 
the  work  himself.  All  work  and  improvements 
ordered  shall  be  under  the  direction  and  super¬ 
vision  of  the  Commissioner,  and  when  he  shall 
make  report  to  the  Common  Council  of  his  ac¬ 
tion,  the  Council  shall  provide  for  the  payment 
thereof.  ’  ’ 

In  place  of  matter  stricken  out,  insert: 

A  contract  therefor  shall  be  prepared  by  the 
Commissioner  and  submitted  to  the  Corporation 
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Counsel  for  his  approval  as  to  form  before  execu¬ 
tion  by  any  party  thereto.  All  work  and  imjDrove- 
inents  ordered  shall  be  under  the  direction  and 
supervision  of  the  Commissioner,  and  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council  shall  provide  for  the  payment  there¬ 
for. 

In  the  next  sentence  strike  out  ‘‘executed”  and 
insert;  commenced. 

Section  407.  On  page  226,  line  5,  strike  out 
“unless”  and  insert:  except.  At  beginning  of 
line  6  insert:  adopted. 

Section  408.  Strike  out  the  first  sentence  and 
the  words  “Except  that,”  beginning  the  second 
sentence,  and  insert : 

Section  408.  The  city,  through  any  official  or 
person,  shall  not  enter  into  a  contract  involving 
the  expenditure  of  five  hundred  dollars  or  more 
unless  it  shall  have  caused  a  notice  to  be  publish¬ 
ed  in  the  official  paper  and  two  other  daily  papers 
of  the  city  twice  a  week  for  two  weeks,  inviting 
sealed  bids  and  proposals  for  doing  the  work  or 
making  the  improvement,  or  furnishing  the  labor, 
services,  merchandise,  material  or  other  article 
for  which  such  expenditure  is  to  be  made,  and 
this  notice  shall  refer  to  the  plans,  specifications, 
and  regulations,  upon  which  bids  and  proposals 
are  asked,  and  shall  state  the  place  where,  and 
the  time  when  they  may  be  seen,  and  copies  of 
them  obtained.  And  the  citv  shall  not  enter  into 

4/ 

any  such  contract  involving  the  making  of  a  local 
assessment  until  the  assessment  roll  therefor  has 
been  confirmed  and  delivered  to  the  Treasurer; 
except  that  the  city  may  enter  into  contracts  for 
doing  all  work  necessary  to  keep  and  maintain  all 
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navigable  waters  within  the  said  city  in  good  con¬ 
dition,  and  may  undertake  and  perform  all  such 
work  before  the  assessment  therefor  has  been 
confirmed ;  and  this  section  shall  in  no  way  be 
construed  to  supersede  or  modify  any  special 
act  now  in  force  for  the  improvement  of  the  navi¬ 
gable  waters  within  the  citv;  and  everv  contract 
involving  the  expenditure  by  the  city  of  five  hun¬ 
dred  dollars  or  more,  shall  be  void  and  ineffectual, 
as  aa-ainst  the  citv,  and  shall  form  no  element 
or  basis  of  any  claim  or  liability  whatsoever  as 
against  the  city,  unless  such  contract  is  in  writ¬ 
ing,  duly  executed  and  approved  as  required  by 
this  act,  and  unless  before  its  execution  it  shall 
bear  the  certification  in  writing  of  the  Comptrol¬ 
ler  that  money  has  been  duly  appropriated  and 
is  available  to  pay  for  the  work,  improvement, 
labor,  services,  merchandise,  material,  article,  or 
other  thing  which  would  be  furnished  or  supplied 
to  the  city  under  such  contract.  Provided,  how¬ 
ever,  that  where  a  contract  is  for  a  term  of  more 
than  one  year,  or  where  it  is  for  work  to  be  paid 
for  by  local  assessment,  it  shall  be  sufficient  for 
the  Comptroller  to  certify  that  the  city  has  due 
authority  to  raise  by  bond  issue,  or  otherwise, 
such  money  as  will  be  required  to  carry  out  such 
contract  on  its  part,  or  that  the  assessruent  roll 
has  been  dulv  confirmed  and  delivered  to  the 
Treasurer. 

The  rest  of  this  section,  beginning  with  the 
words  ^^The  Common  CounciP^  about  the  middle 
of  the  paragraph  on  page  226,  remains  unaltered. 

Section  478.  Insert  the  following  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  section : 

Section  478.  (1)  All  contracts  to  which  the 

city  is  a  party,  involving  or  exceeding  the  sum 
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of  five  hundred  dollars,  shall  be  in  writing.  Xo 
officer  of  the  city  shall  enter  into  any  written  con¬ 
tract  on  behalf  of  the  city,  until  such  contract  has 
been  submitted  to  and  approved  by  the  Corpora¬ 
tion  Counsel,  as  to  form.  Before  any  such  con¬ 
tract  is  executed  by  or  for  the  city,  or  can  be¬ 
come  of  any  binding  force  upon  the  city,  there 
must  be  endorsed  thereon  the  Corporation  Coun¬ 
sel’s  approval  as  required  hereby;  and  no  lia¬ 
bility  or  obligation  of  any  kind  whatever  can  be 
incurred  by  or  on  behalf  of  the  city  amounting 
to  or  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars,  except  by  a 
written  contract  dulv  authorized,  executed  and 
approved  as  proffided  by  this  act. 

The  above  is  additional  to  the  matter  now  in 
Section  478,  which  is  all  retained,  but  is  desig¬ 
nated  (2). 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Section  126.  The  first  sentence  is  amended  to 
read  as  follows: 

Section  126.  The  holder  of  a  certificate  of  sale 
shall  be  allowed  twentv-five  cents  for  everv  no- 
tice  to  redeem  necessarily  served,  together  with 
proof  of  such  service  by  a  sufficient  affidavit  there¬ 
of  attached  thereto,  and  the  amount  actually  and 
necessarily  paid  for  publication,  postage  and 
searches  where  the  same  are  certified  or  guaran¬ 
teed  as  to  their  correctness  bv  the  Countv  Clerk 

%•  v 

or  by  a  responsible  incorporated  title  or  search 
company. 

At  beginning  of  last  sentence  and  end  of  pre¬ 
ceding  sentence  strike  out  ^^Comx)troller”  and 
insert:  Treasurer. 
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Section  395.  In  first  line,  before  ‘^encroach¬ 
ments,’’  insert:  nnanthorized. 

Section  476.  At  end  of  section  add  this  sen¬ 
tence:  And  the  Common  Conncil  in  its  discre¬ 
tion  may  provide  by  ordinance  that  the  fee  for 
snch  surety  company  bond  shall  be  paid  by  the 
city. 

Section  489  is  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

Section  489.  Any  officer  of  the  city  of  Buf¬ 
falo,  who  willfully  neglects  his  duty,  or  who,  be¬ 
ing  duly  authorized  or  required  by  law  to  make 
or  give  a  certificate  or  other  writing,  makes  and 
delivers  as  true  such  a  certificate  or  writing  con¬ 
taining  any  statement  which  he  knows  to  be  false 
i's  guiltv  of  a  misdemeanor. 

WHEN  EFFECTIVE. 

All  amendments  are  made  to  take  effect  July 
1st,  1908. 
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